Doing Business with Allah

Allah (s) has created you for free. He also has given you many things for free: health, wealth,
family, sustenance, life, kids, ...etc. He did not charge you any thing for giving you all these
resources. The money and wealth you have is from Allah. Do not say, I have worked hard to get
this money. No, there is somebody who is working much harder than you somewhere in Africa
and he is making 20 cents per day. You could have been in his place. But Allah chose to bring you
here to US and Allah provided you with means to get a job and earn what you earn now. Even the

body that vou use to do your job to earn money was given to vou for free from Allah.

Allah gave you all these resources (time, money and effort) for free and asked you to invest them
with him for a tremendous reward. Allah is asking you to do business with him.

Imagine that you have an after death account similar to vour retirement account. You must put
some money away for your retirement, otherwise you will be in trouble after you retirement.
Similarly, you must invest some wealth and effort with Allah in your after death account, otherwise

you will be in trouble after your death.

The concept of doing business with Allah is not a new concept in Islam. It is a concept that was
mentioned and spelled out in so many places the Quran, and also was practiced by the prophet
Mohammed (s) and his companions.

For example Allah Said in the Quran:
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Those who rehearse the book of Allah, establish regular prayers and spend in charity our of what
we have provided for them, secretly and openly, Hope for a business that will never fail.

So, as you invest money and effort in regular business, you invest money and effort with Allah,
but the difference here is clear that the return profit is 100% guaranteed and even more as Allah
promises in the next verse:
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For he will pay them their meed, he will even give them more out of his bounty. For he is very
forgiving and most ready to appreciate service.

These verses also tell us that the servant of Allah takes Allah revelation, which is his book, to heart
seeking to get closer to Allah by regular prayers, and in doing so, he is moved more and more to
practical charity for his fellow-creatures. He is not ashamed of his charity (by spending openly)
nor he does it to be seen by others (by spending secretly), he just do what is necessary whether
people talk about it or not. He knows that this charity comes from what Allah has provided for
him. He, therefore, recognizes two things:

1) That his wealth is not his absolutely

2) That he must deny himself the use of some of it, as a merchant puts by some of his wealth to
invest as capital. This kind of business with Allah is very rewarded as Allah says in another verse
of Quran:
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That will loan to Allah a beautiful loan, which Allah will double his credit and multiply it so many
times. The same expression is repeated four times in the Quran as:
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Who is he that will loan to ALLAH a beautiful loan? For (ALLAH) will increase it manifold to
his credit, and he will have (besides) a liberal reward.

Aren't we ashamed of ourselves. Allah is asking us for loans and we do not give. When one of the
companions, Abo Eldardaa is his name, heard this Ayah he went to Profit Mohammed (S) and he
Oh Allah asks us for u—’-a-“-ﬂ" = s galll L Jm* asked him:
loans and he is the lord of the whole universe. The Profit replied
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yes he does to raise your ranks and forgive vour sins. Abo Eldarda said

I have a garden of 600 palm trees, and this is all [ have. It is for Allah and his messenger. It has
been reported by Ali Ibn Aby Talib that the man used to work in irrigation by bucket, and his wage
was a single date fruit per trip. So this garden was a fortune that he worked hard for all his life.
And as soon as he heard the verse he gave it away for the sake of Allah.

When the prophet (s) went to collect the garden, his wife and kids were inside collecting the dates,
and he saw the man coming telling his wife:
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He was basically telling her to get out of the garden because he invested it with Allah. What did
you think the women replied with. Are you crazy to give away our garden. How can vou do that,
you destroyed our life. No, she replied:
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This also gives us an example on how should we react to Quran. We read Quran, if we do, just for
blessings and the Quran is not meant to be only this way. The main purpose of this Quran is to
read and implement, not read and as soon as we close the Quran we go on with our life as though

nothing happened.
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I swear by Allah that the charity does not decrease the wealth. The prophet is swearing, and he
does not need to swear because he is always saying the truth. People with weak faith they say when
they hear that, you guys speak non sense. Why?. Look, and he grabs his calculator. $10,000-
$500=$9,500. How come?. He ignores the following three facts when he says that:



1. He should calculate the gross total at the end of the period, not one transaction at a time. When
you pay taxes you calculate and pay by year not by transaction. For example, try to donate from
your income one month and compare that with a month that you did not donate any money in, and

see the difference.

.48 512, He ignores a very important factor that plays a very important rule in our life, which is
may be translated as efficiency. It is very well known fact that efficiency plays an important role

is better than one month 4S_ s is better that $1000 without. One day with 45 yin our life. $100 with
without.

3. The third fact he ignores is that Allah controls the future and Allah protects him from harmful
things that could have happened to him if he did pay the charity. Traffic accident, traffic ticket,
new job with higher salary, ...ctc. Even Allah could reward him by bringing peace to his house,
his health may improve, his kids will do better and listen to him, Allah will protect his kids and

wife from evil and Satan, ...etc.

One of the children of Isracl used to disobey Allah (8) a lot. Then he turned his face to Allah and
said, Oh Allah how much I disobey you and you do not punish me. So Allah revealed to the prophet
of that time that: go and tell my servant, oh my servant how much I punish you and you do not
know. If he does not disobey Allah (s), he would have been happier, more wealthy, he would have
a nicer wife, a job that pays more, a nicer boss, ... so many things that beyond our control and

Allah (s) controls. And because we do not know the future, we do not notice.

One man was very kind with his parents. When the angel of death came to take his soul, Allah
ordered the angle of death to give him ten years of extension in his life as gift because his parents
are pleased with him, and so forth.

The concept applies to the man that refuses to get many children because he is afraid of poverty.
You tell him, brother, why do you have two kids only, do not you know that prophet Mohammed
said “have lots of kids because I will show you off with other nations in the day of judgment”
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$1000 per month, if I have ten kids, then it is $100 per kid, if I have two kids, then it is $500 per
kid, and he grabs his calculator again. Brother it does not work this way, Allah send the sustenance.
There are efficiency and unknown future that Allah controls, not vou. But he believes in his

calculator than he believes in Allah and his messenger.

The second verse that indicates the concept of dealing business with Allah is:
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Oh you who believed, shall I lead you to a business that will save you from a grievous torture.
} What is 1t? Tt is:
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That you believe in Allah and his messenger, and that you strive in the cause of Allah with your
wealth and persons. That will be the best for you if you know. Now what do we get in return if we
conduct this business, 1s mentioned in the next verse:
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He will forgive your sins and admit you to gardens beneath which Rivers flows, and to beautiful
houses in the gardens of eternity. That is indeed the supreme rewarded. Is that all?. What else we
get in this life. The next verse says
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And another favor that we do love now, which is help from Allah and a speedy victory. And give
the news to believers.

So the supreme achievement has already been mentioned which is the gardens of eternity with
Allah. But that seems too remote or abstract for the understanding of those who are not strong in
faith. So another good news is mentioned, that we love very much, which is the victory and help
from Allah. And however much the odds against us may be, we are sure of victory with Allah's

help only if we conducted this business with Allah.

This Ayah also indicates that the reward of conducting this kind of business with him may not be
seen in this life. You may live long enough to see the victory and vou may not. But your reward is
guaranteed. If you live enough to see it, fine. Otherwise it is the paradise. For example those
martyrs who were killed before the victory of Islam. They did not see the victory but they were

already swimming in the rivers of paradise.

The same kind of business is also indicated in another verse of Quran. Allah says:
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Allah has bought from believers their persons and their wealth. And in return they get the gardens
of Paradise. They fight in the cause of Allah and they slay and get slain, this is the exact translation
of the verse they kill and get killed. A promise binding on him in truth, through the Torah, Bible
and Quran, and then this question comes who is more faithful in his promises than Allah, of course

no body.

In a human bargain both sides give something and receive something in return. But in this case
Allah buys something he gave to vou for free. He created you and he gave you wealth and life for
free. And then he is buying those back for that great reward. So every thing is for your own benefit.

He is not needy. If he intends something his command is be and it is

But the reason he is saying that is because, as he indicated in the Quran
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He created death and life to test you, which of you is best in deeds. Therefore, our present life is
given to us to enable us to strive by good deeds to reach anobler state. And if we do not, he through
us in the hell fire and he does not care, it is our personal choice to make and his promises for either
hell fire or paradise are true.

The bottom line is that there is a business that should be conducted with Allah. And if vou are not
conducting that business you are a looser.



Now any business needs a budget to be successtul. And any one of us knows well the art of making
a smart budget. The budget is simple. It consists of gains with positive sign, and losses with
negative sign. The operations you need to perform are simple add with a plus sign or subtract with
a negative sing. In the day of judgment there will be a balance or a scale to measure your gains
and losses, and based on the result you will be going to either Paradise or hell fire. This is indicated
En the Quran in four different places:
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The balance that day will be true. Those whose scale of good deeds is heavy are winners. And
those whose scale of good deeds is light are losers, because ‘Ehey have wrongly treated our sings.
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Then those whose balance of good deeds is heavy, they will be successtul. But those whose balance
is light will be those who have lost their souls, in hell they will dwell for ever.
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Then, he whose balance of good deeds is found heavy will be in a life of good pleasure and
satisfaction. But he whose balance is found light will have his home in a bottomless bit of the hell
fire.
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We shall set up scales of justice for the day of Judgment, so that not a soul will be dealt with
Unjustly in the least. And if there be no more than the weight of a mustard seed, we will bring it
to account, and we are enough to take account. Your account will be audited for judgment, not by
the IRS, but by Allah. Y ou can lie to the IRS, but you can not hide any thing from Allah.

In addition to all these verses from Quran, Profit Mohammed has also talked about those whose
losses are more than their gain, and they are found broke in the day of judgment. The Profit says
asking his companions:
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Do you know who is the broke?, they answered the broke is the one who does not have neither a
money nor a food, and does not own any thing. He said, no the broke is the one who comes in the
day of judgment with lots of charities but he did insult this person, he did harm another person and
he took the money of a third person. So they take his charities until he runs out of charities then
they give him their sins. As a result he is thrown in the hell fire.

In other words, the Profit is indicating that he is the one that did not prepare a smart budget and
his losses are more than what he gained. Now, how many of us has prepared a budget for the
hereafter as much as they did for this materialistic life.

The money for the hereafter budget is good deeds not as ancient Egyptians thought that the money
they use for the hereafier is food and jewelry and they did take food and jewelers to their graves.
But that was very naive because now if vou look into their graves, you will find the gold and

jewelry are untouched. For us we need to save good deeds in the hereafter saving account.



There are two Angeles sitting on the right and left shoulders to record how much saving do you
have, the right angel, and how much do you owe, the left angel. We will need this credit to buy
homes in the Gardens of eternity, lighten our graves, and buy a shadow in the day of judgment

when there is no shadow but Allah's throne shadow.

A valuable advise in preparing the hereafter budget is the saying by Ibnoal-Kayem (rahemaho
Allah), he said
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He is indicating that every one should have as many sources of income as he can. And he is listing
most of these sources. He said, Oh you son of Adam, make to your self a share in cach kind of
worship, if Allah looks among people who pray, fast, pray at night, spending charities, striving in
the cause of Allah, inviting others to Islam, and visiting relatives, he should find you among all of
them. Allah gives you credit for each one of those. So you get income to your hereafter account
from each source of goodness.

Let us summarize few items that you can do to put more savings in the hereafter saving account:

1) Allocate some time and effort in learning Quran and basic rules of Islam. Try to allocate daily
time to read one chapter of the Quran. To see how valuable is this investment, each page of Quran
you read has an average of 660 letters. You may get from 10 to 700 charities for reading e¢ach
letter, so you earn 6600 to half a million of charities for reading just one page of Quran, which

takes 2 minutes only of your time

2) Implement what you have learnt from Quran as much as you can

3) Instead of spending that much time in front of TV in the evening. Try to worship Allah (s) by
praying extra prayers to him. Start by couple of prayers and then when you get used to them go
for more. Allah says about those who pray at night

They forsake their beds of sleep and call on their Lord in fear and hope and they spend in charity
out of the sustenance which we have given to them

Now no one person knows what delights of the eye are kept hidden for them as a reward for their
good deeds

4) Donate money for the organizations that support Islam, other needy Muslims, and support and
build Massaged. Muslims are dying everywhere because of poverty, hunger and war against Islam
and we are setting here doing nothing. This is the least we have to do. If any Muslim dies any
where out of poverty and hunger or killed because of humiliation to Islam and Muslims, all



Muslims all over the world are guilty and responsible for that. Donate generously because this is
their right in your money not some charity you are giving away.

6) Consider fasting Mondays and Thursdays of each week

7) Try to make as much of the prayers in the Masjed as you can. Prophet Mohammed said
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Every time you come to the masjed, Allah builds for you a hotel in paradise. It is such a good deal
for each trip you make to the masjed, vou get such a good reward.

In addition, prophet Mohammed also told us that if one makes ablution in his home, comes to
house of Allah and prays, Allah considers him as his guest and Allah (s) is going to give him
something out of his generosity.



Second Khotba

Imagine your nice house here in USA versus a ruined house back home. The angel of death will
deport you out of here regardless you like it or not.

Allah (S) says in the Quran about the day of Judgment:
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his bird, »_*UaIn the day of judgment, each human will get a report of dead. This report is called

because it come to him flying and hangs to his neck. At this day, all of us will understand the same
language, and everybody will look in your report.

Shame on you my brother to meet Allah with a report full of lies, backbiting, hating to others,
disobedience of Allah (s) and not caring about Islam. Then you cry and say:
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And the Book of deeds (report) will be placed before vou, and you will see the sinful in great
terror because of what is recorded in there, they will say, what a disaster, how come this book
leaves out nothing small or great, but takes account of it. They will find all what they did, placed
before them: and no one will the Lord treat with injustice.

But at that time, crying does not help at all.
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